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| The Execution of the Popiſh LORD: - 


OR, 
THE TRAY TORS DOWNFALL. {.:. 
TE ACCOunt of the : 2 


BEHE ADING<=j 


- 


4 OF IF AY 
E Wiltam Viſcount Stafford'®=-* 
” For High Treaſon : Onthe 2geh, of this Inſtant December, 1680. 
Ona Scatfold Erected for that Purpoſe, on Tower-hill : with many 
articulars moſt Remarkah!e, that happened therein. And of the 

- Diſpoſal of his Body ofcer Execution, Which may be a large warn- 

ing to all the yet remaining Popiſh Conſpirators;how they ſeek co 

take away the Life of th2 King, and by ſeeking todrſtroy the Pro- 

teſtant Religion, bavchopes to plant Popery once more in Engl: ro. 
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Ptinted for P. Brozksby, at the Golden-Ball in TIeft-Smirbfield. 


cr) "X07 


'The Execution of _. 


F 


HE 


Popith Lord, 


N moſt Caſes it is cbſerurd , that Traytors ſeldom 
depart in Silence or quiet to their Greves, ſome 
untimely Death or other ſtill awaits their Impieties, 

and thnſe that d's Pits for others , moſt commonly fall 
into the ſame themſelves ; for "tis certain, that thoſe 
whom the effets of ſuch Treaſon moſt may profit , will 
in mo wiſe after tr:jf the Traytor , leaſt he upon Jome 
diftaſt (hould Propazate , or at leaſt endeavonr the liks. 
aprinſt him when ——_ lies fair , For in Ancien, 


.2 


T ime, 


(2) 
Times it has been noted g that T7 raptors have been look-: 
ed upon 25 Intcraat Peits, ever by thoſe they have 
Perpetrated their Fillauies aud [euommious 7 reaſons 
to advance: Nay, could at the (pore feht of Fdumane 
Reaſon dive into their Pernicious ways, the God that 
views the Secrets of all hearts, 'would by one means or 
other lay them op:n to the /Vorld; fo that each d;ſcer- 
ains Sou! might fatham the depth of their aire policies, 
ſo often is their 1/:ſd»m turn 4 into Fooliſhneſs: ani 
when they think their. Plots moſt fecure , they are neareſt 
diſcovery ; as has been in the moſt of their late Con- 
[piracies ind intended Fwvaſions, But to come nearer 
to the particulars of this late lord Viſcount Stafford, 
of whoſe deſerved downfall we are to inform the world. 


<—_ pn. Jn "oh and_— 


HE being -formerly but a-mean Gentleman , but 
Marrying to the Counteſs of Stafford, his Ma- 
jeity was gracioully pleaſed to Conter the Titles 
and Honours of that Family upon him ; for which, 
Viper-like, be endeavoured to dettroy what was the 
gncly fountain of his Greatneſs and Profpcrity ; 
by engaging .a Damnable and Helltih Plot, againk 
the Lite of the King and Proteftant Government ; 
which juſt as it was going. to break in upon us, 
was by the will of Divine Providence, made mani- 
feit to the whole Nation ; broached even by thoſe 
that. themſelves had given the greateſt Confidence 
to ; for all. the. Evidence that haye as yer been 
laftrumental in.the Diſcoyery , were thoſe _— 
they 
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(3) 


they had' imployed for the promoting the Deſign, 


fo weak .15 the piercing Intelect of Humane reaſon 
compared with that Divine. Full Sixteen Years, 


according to Evidence, has this Device been man- 


naged, not only by the whole Conclave of Popijb 
Cardinals, the Pope, and the greateſt part of his 
Clergy,but by a great part, if not all the Popiſþ No- 
bility of Znzland, Scotland, and Ireland, whoſe E- 
ſtates have been conſumed and much impaired in 
the Management of the ſame, as hoping to be 


doably repayed, in poſſeſſing the Lands and Wealths. 
of Hereticks, as was alſd proved againſt this Lord.. 


True it is, they looked for a plentiful Harveſt be- 


cauſe their Deiign was to fatten the Earth with- 


Proteſtant Blood ; nor did the Maſſacre they deſign- 


ed, portend any leſs: All above Ten years Old 
had Periſhed by preſcription, had not the Mercy. 


of an Intinize God interpoſed to have ſtopped the 


Torrent of their Rage, which like a Flood was 
ſwePd even. with the Banks, and juſt prepared. 


to overflow Church and Statez but in what they 
thought chemſelves moſt ſecure, they were found 


moſt Weak , for by Murthering Sir Zdmundbury God-- 
frey, to' prevent - a farther Diſcovery , they laid: 
their Wicked ProjeAs open to the view of all; 
whereupon many of the Plotting Traytors were - 
Detected, and amongſt the reſt, this Viſcount 


continuing by a- Commitment-of Parliament a long 


ſpace Priſoner in the Tower, where no ways - 


were left: unpracticed-to gain - his Freedom , but- 


» 


Ml 


(4) 
his nor aay the ret could prevail, for on the 
Thirtieth of Novenber he was brought in a Barge 
from his Impriſbamear, to /eſiminfter-Hail, where: 
the Great: Court of Tuitice was Erected tor his 
Tryal; the Tower Ax being born betore him : 
His Looks at tl:e_ beginning ot his Tryal were 
Flijtli and Chcarful , as not jearing any ill Con- 
{equence, but when he heard the Witnelles ſwear, 
1m number Thrce, That he would have Hired 
fone or all of them, tv Murther the King, and 
that the Proteſtants thquld be Mallacred, - and that 
he was: in the Conlpiracy to bring in a Foraign 
Power, and to Eſtabliſh Popery, - he began to 
Trenble and Iook pale. It's true, he produced 
many Witneſſes, but they could not ſpeak any 
thing to the purpoſe in his behalf, their Ardirma- 
tion conſiſted only in Circumitances , and rather 
perjudiced his Cauſe then farther'd it; In he, 
he was found Guilty by his | eers, the Lords Tecm- 
poral aſffembled in Parliament, anu accruing to 
ſis juſt Deſerts, received Sentence of death ; be- 
ing conveyed back to the Tower, where he con- 
tinued till this day , preparing for his Latter end, 
ves by no means forlaking thoſe prepolterous Su- 
perſtitions that had brought ſuch Ruine on his 


Head: 


In the morning he was brought out of the Tower, 
atrended by a Guard of Partiſans and Souldiers, 
hs Tower Hamlets making a Line for him to 


paſs 


(5) 
paſs to the Scaffold, prepared for his Execution 3 
great part of the City Train'd-bands being in Arms, 
When he came to the Scaffold he was helped 
up by two or three Attendants; and being moun- 
ted looked very wilhfully, as loath (no doubt) to 
dye: for ſure it is, how ever men can {ligl:t death 
at a diſtance, yet when 1t com:s near them, and 
is certain, it ſtrikes a Conlternation , eſpecially 
where the Breaſt is charged with Guilt and diabo- 
liek Treaſons. 


After he had ſpoke to ſome of his Friends, and 
made ſeveral prayers to himſelf, for the moſt part 
holding in his hand, as it is ſaid, his Beads and 
Crucitix , he kneeled down to try how the Block 
fitted, then having a Cap on, he after ſome con- 
{ideration, gave the Executioner a ſign to ſtrike, 
which he did, and with one als, {troke, di- 
vice] the Head from the body, both of them 
containing motion of Life for a while , but the 
body . longelt. | 


After Execution his Head and body were wrap-. 
ed up in a convenient Garment, or put in a Coffin, 
and carried back to be diſpoſed of -as his Majeſty 
ſhall think fit- Thus. was .he Rewarded for his 
Tteaſonable praftices, and received ' the Merits 
due to ſuch” Helhiſh intents; ſo that although Juſtice 
doth oftentimes delay, yet at laſt it will ſtrike 
home, to the.deltroying irom off the face of the 

; carth,. 


(6) | 
earth, all ſuch as wilfully Sin againſt tieir own 
: Conſciences, to grat:fie Ambition or Revenge, a- 
gainſt ſuch who never offered them the leaft 4n- 
dignity: For as notonly this Lord,but many others did 
-"confels that the King could no vais be found 
- fault withal, but was a good and juit Prince, but 
being a Heretick and not for their terns, he mutt 
be made away. S9'the Devil, out of envy to thcir 
Happineſs, plotted the Downfal of oar trit Parents 
in Paradice, and ever fince wicked men have cavy 
to thoſe that are Upright. 


